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thoſe Times, which are the Sub jcct of the follow ing F ages, 
without feeling the ſame tender Emotions, Which 111 ral ” 

ariſe, when We behold the Ravages of a Ship reck ; h. 

ing indeed the Miſcries of Thoſe who have unde gone the Fer- 
70 of t Sonn, yet DRY. Pleas, a We Were not | engage 
in 11 Ourſelves = 


TH E Deſi n of the - Km Di cory 0 Was not to al | 
_ thoſe Grievances which every Jevious Mind muſu wiſh were 
bunte d in O livion, but ( fince Men will perverily quarrel with 
one another, now, for "I hings done an hundied Years ago) to 
ber the Un eaſonableneſs of inlj ing the Paſſions on any Side, 
be ſore they have carefully perns'd the Hijiory : —The Delolatic ns 
. Publick Commotions ;—the Dread ue ſhould be pepe tua tn- 

der of lending the 4% helping Hand to awaken thoie Milows 
 agein ; and the Duty of lifti g up the ſolomn Fye to Featen, 
15 for the Bieſjmngs of thoſe Cruil and Heligious Liter tie We row 

enjoy. find as had the Happinels of finding that I bad ie 
Arprobanon of this CORPORATION, fo I could not lei C0 int lu- 
178 011 10 i = for its Fubut ation Aud, indeed, I com- 


F er "3 


. 2 * 
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The PREFACE. 


757d the more readily. not only as it was a victual nn 


that I ſpoke their Sentiments; but that it was their Deter- 


mination to diſcourage by their Example, and reſent by their 
Authority, any mean and wicked Attempts, Which (ihrough 
a fale Notion of Fatrintiſm) ſhall be made; to dijconcert the 
wholjome Meaſures of Government ; — 10 give Unenſineſs to 
_ the Pots who watch painfully for our Protection, or to in- 
volve us in the Jame Anarchy and , on again. 


TH AT the Pl: 72 mes of Peace, in its arm Tale 4 0 


; Mind, Body, and Eſtate, may alight upon the Head of every 
Si! ett of Great Britain, who hall ler 720 promote the Þ eace 
f * our ISRNAET, i the carneſt TOO” a 


'D B. ro Oke . 


 Koman Government: = 


30 H N, Chap. xviii, Part KY the 38th Verſe. 


= And Pilate ſaid unto him, What is Tiuth 7 7 And when be 
; bad Jaid this he Went out, 


2 HE N the Jews had br kt 7520 before the 
Tribunal of Pilate, as he found their firit Accu- 


Religion, as he car'd for none of thoſe Things, 
he was entering into Meaſures to releaſe him. 


> The Fews apprehenſive of this, directly threw into the 
Charge the Crime of Rebellion againſt Ceſar; ; that he called 
and ſet himſelf up for a King, and that in Oppolition to the © 
. | Not that they eſleem'd this any 
Crime in their own Freafts, for they look'd upon all Ran 
Governors but as ſo many Tyrants; for while they read thole 
Words in the Law of Moſes, * One of thy Brethren ſhalt thow _ 
| ſet over thee, ſo long they look'd upon themſelves in a State 
of Slavery for being under the Roman Juriſdiction. —But any 
thing to deſtroy Jesus: They, who but ſometime before were 
ready to + ſtone him for dropping the leaſt Expreſſion that 
May, which, to their Imagination, even hinted towards their 
Subjection, produce it now as A 
> that he was erecting a New. King 
of Collar eg 
' Pilate, who knew well the Br atality of his Maſter” $ Tender 5 
was ſtartled at this laſt Charge; and therefore, though —_ 
Minute betore he had been meditating his Releaſe, now en- 
ters into a ſtricter Examination of him again. An thou the | 


hing worthy of Death; 
dom in Oppoſition to that 


» Peet xvii, and xv. + Join vill, 33, and 37. 


| | King : 


ſation turn'd chiefly on Matters relating to their 


5 fhall not purſue the Hiſto: 2s any MOOT; but only obſerve, 


44+ 


Kirg of the Jews? Jesus anſwer'd, v. 36. My Kingdom : is not 
of 12 World: if my Kingdom were 6! this Mold, then would 


my Servant fight, that 1 ſhou d not be delrvered to Jews; but 


now i my Kingdom not from hence. (i. e. ) I am indeed iettin 8 
up a Kingdom, but then it is not ſuch a "3g dom as need we 
any Diſturbance or Une.ſineſs to the Romar Powers, I have 
no temporal Deli2ns in Hand or Proſpect: They uſe no 
worldly, nor I any ſupernatural Means (hong | have them 
in my Power) for my Keleaſe: It is plain, therefore, that „ 
Kingdom is not of this World, that its Nature conſilts not in 
_ earthly and ambitious Views, but in reigning in, and over, 
the Hearts and Wills of Men, and in bringing them in Sub- 
jection to the Holy Will and Laws of GOD. — Pilate anſwers, _ 
Art thou a King then | (q. d.) However, you do acknowledge 
_ yourſelf a King: Jesus anſwered, Ion ſayeſt that I am a Ring; 
to this End was I born, and for this Cauſe, came 1. into the World, 5 
that I ſhould bear Witneſs to the Truth. 


As this was the peculiar Time for our Lord? s win 72 ing a 


5 good Confeſſion, and explicitly declaring the true Nature and 
_ Meaning of his Kingdom, if Filate had purſu'd the Inquiry ; 


farther, he had then a glorious Opportunity of hearing the 


whole Nature of that Kingdom tully open'd; but to hear „ 
Man (as he thought him) profeſſing himſelf a KING, and of 
_ thoſe very Jews t too, who were at this Time thirfling, right 
or wrong, to deſtroy him; to hear a Priſoner bourd in Chins | 
before him, entertain Notions of a Kingdom ; this was fo 
ablurd to his prejudiced. and uninquiſitive Temper, that, in- 
ſtead of examining farther into the Nature of that Truth 
- which Jesvs faid he came to bear Witneſs to, with a Mark of 
extreme Contempt, he only ſcorntully ask'd him, Mat is 


 Tuth! and then went out: (i. e. He as d, what Truth was, : 
and then retus'd to hear what it was. 


The Senſe and Connection of the Words being” ſhown. 1 


how : 


R 
how frequently this perverſe Conduct of Pilate is copied in 
the World by warm Men of all Parties, in Matters wherein 
they difter in Sentiments one trom another ; inquiring (when 
_ pref>'d cloſe with ungrateful Truths) with Pattion or Con- 
teinpt, what 1s Truth, and yet never intend to hear it prov'd, 
or examine with Patience and Fidelity, whether the Objec- 
tions offer'd are founded upon Truth or not, becauſe they may 
bappen to coptradict ſome Principles which Cuſtom, Party, 
Prejudice, Education, or Pllate's Motive e have caſu- 
ally attach' d tiem to. 0 
Cuttom, I fay, Party, Prejudice. Education; or Pilate's Mo- 5 
9 tive (Intereſt, ) rather than Truth, or the Nature and Reaſon of 
Things, have too greata Share, tis to te fear'd, in fixing the 
Principles of many; and the beſt Reaſon which Numbers can | 
give, why they are of ſuch a Party, or even of ſuch a Church, 
Is, becauſe /1ch were the Principles of their Fore fathers; bur, 
il that is all the Reaſon which either you, or I, can give for our 
Principles, either religious or political, it is an exceeding poor 
one, ſince, it Things ſtand thus, it is owing only to the Pro- 
vidence of a caſual Biith, that a ſtrict Proteſtant is not arank 
= Papiſt, or a zealous Kojaliſt a furious Oliucrian. TT, 
| While Men, therefore, will not trouble themſelves with : 
Reading and Examination, but will c obſtinately take up a Set 
of Principles upon Gredit, and fire themſelves with Hear: ſays 1 
of any Me Side onls, 1 cannot help thinking it a Sort of ET LTT 
for a Preacher to appear upon ſuch Occaſions as theſe; 
where the Generality of Congregations are ſo much divided, 
were few of them have calmly conſider'd the Hiſtory, and : 
taken Notice of the many bitter Severities and Hardlthips 
which all the contending Parties reciprocally gave to, and re- 
ceived each from the other; and where too many, 1 tear, come 
together, not tor the Sake of impreſſing upon their Mind i 
' Miferies of thoſe Times, or to behold, in the Mirror of Re- 
. thole pat Tragedies and from thence to guard ag ainſt 
the like Calamities for the future;—not tor the Sake of re- 


turning | 
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. turning Thanks to the good Providence of Gop, that he has 
not caſt our Lot in thoſe Days, when Men were too often 
eſteem'd by the Party they enliſted in, and, tho' cloath'd with 
all the ſocial Vertues, were treated with the Injury or Con- 
te mpt of caſually victorious Sides; — not for the Sake of car- 
ry ing home ſuch Reflections as might render them better Sub- 


jects, greater Promoters of Brotherly Love and Charity ; but 


either to hear the Sentiments ot the Preacher, whether bis 
Principles are the fame with theirs, or to lay in a Stock of 
Calumny and Reproach to keep the Fire of Uncharitableneſs 
alive, till the next neren comes round again for a treſh 
| Recruit, | ea pag 


Where this i is the Caſe, then every Thing ſhall be admitted 


for Truth on one Side, becauſe it makes for them; and every 


Thing falſe on the other, becauſe it makes againſt them. 


But, Beloved, we are perſuaded better Things of » Jou, tho We 
thus peak. . 


| perſuade my ſelf that I appear before an Aſſembiy of E 5 


5 i ſbmen. jealous of their Liberties, civil and religious, of that 
Liberty which we (bleſſed be GOD) enjoy the Subſtance os 
and which in many other Countries is known only but by the 
Mane; and tho' there have been Times in which a Set of mer- 

cenary Preachers have been carreſs d, applauded, and preferr'd 

for attempting, all that was in their Power, to compliment 
the Monarch with all the Liberties of a Free People, and 
have had the Fortune to have all their Speeches ſwa H. 
__ down wi 'thout Examination ; yet I dare not ſuſpect this of 
You: Nor can I imagine, but that, if any ſuch contemptible 

Scheme ſhould be attempted to be recommended to Jon, but 

yon would receive ſuch Diſcourſes with that Coldneſs and 

Des lect which they deſerve from every Engliſhman, who has 

read what noble Struggles our Anceſtors have often made for ; 

: that 'nvaluable Blelling, keaſonable Liberty. 


Nor am I leſs per ſuaded, that you are 3s jealous of Ib 


| as 1 are of "Fr Liberties 5 that Len Is your 8 great In- 


quiry + 


TT 


quiry; that your Inquiry after it is not Pilare's Queſtion of 
Scorn, but tor datistaction; that You would purchate it at any 


Expence; in a Word, that You wou'd diſcard the moſt ta- 


| yourite Opinions, ſhould they once appear not to be tounded FE 
on this Baſis, 


Would to GOD this was the Temper of all Men, and that 


nothing was to be regarded, but only as it will bear ris Teſts 
for as the Sentiments of a Preacher are not thing to an Audience, = 

ſo all that He ſays is only to be regarded but as it ihall appear | 
to be Matter of Fact, and ſupported by Teſtimomes of froper 
and credible Authority: And verily am I perſuaded, that it 


Truth was the oxy Subject of Inquiry, on theſe Occali ons, it 
would conſiderably tend to mitigate that bitter Rancour of 


Party Rage, which ever ſince has] been walking up and down, 
like a Miniſter of Darkneſs, in the Land;  becaule then it 
would put them upon reading the Hiſtory, and judging for 
themſelves, and thereby prevent them from venting their Paſ- 
ſions on either Side, till, by a proper Search into the itecords 
ol thoſe Times, they had acquainted themſelves with the ori- 
_  ginal Cauſes, which occaſioned thoſe a Contentions be- 


* tween both. 


5 The Hiſtorical 3 of thoſs Times are the ad Method | 
W e have, to come at the Knowwledye of thoſe Iran. ictions, 
and of the Steps that were taken which gave the ft iu to 
thoſe fatal Diſputes between the King and people; and as there 
are but few Writers whom we can imagine to be enti ey free 
from all Bias ; ſo the beſt Way of arriving at any Certaiy to 

a the Judgment, is to lay all their Tettimonies together , and 

from them coxjunctiy to inquire, — Rk 

„Whether the original Cauſes of thoſe Diſputes ſpru ung from 1 

F an actually rebellious Principle, and an evil Diſpeſction in tne 

Parliament and Nation to deſtroy the Monarchy, and over- 

throw the legal Eſtabliſhment of the Church; or o tron a 

© Delire to prevent the Prerogative of the Crown from al- Te: 

el Jowing up the Rights and Libeities ol the Aae er 


e net ber 


E ſcience by Law ?- 
Wn” 


ce 


* ijnpoſed by the Authority of their Kepreſentatives ; or whe- 


cc 


e Meaſures taken to raiſe i it without them e- 
CC 


cc 


Whether the Subject delbeath refus 24 to pay Taxa 3 


< ther, as the Parliament was not willing to ſupply Money tor 

ce the Recovery of the Falatinate, which had been ingloriouſy 

< loſt, there were not many unhappy, mprudent and arbitrary _ 

- Whether the _ 

© Duties, order d to be collected on Merchandize, were re- 

-<"msd trom a wicked Spirit ot reſiſting legal Authority ; z..0r 
44 


whether many Duties were not rigorouſly collected on 


rade, which had been politively retaſed to be ſettled by 


& Parliament 2- 
. 


cert with the Laws, which are the Subjects Security; or 


cc 
ce 


Whether the Council-Table acted in Con. 


whether enjoy ning by Proclamation what was not enjoyn'd I 
by Law, and prohibiting what was not prohibited, they did 


« not find themſelves eaſy. in ſuch Proceedings from the Sup- _ [ | 
E port they receiv'd from the Star-Chamber, which cenſur'd 


c the Breach of thoſe Proclamations, by large and ſevere Fines? : 


706: 


| 5 cc | 


. mitted to Priſon ? 


Ts 4 


. 


Whether the Compliance with Loans was left (as witl- 
e out Diſpute they ought to have been, and as the natural 
- 


Meaning of the Word imports) to the Subjects free Choice ; 


©. or whether upon a Refuſal, the lower Sort of People were 
“ not inlifted for Soldiers. and thoſe ol higher Station com- 


Whether any Subject, tho' of high F 


Han and Condition, could, in thoſe unhappy Times, ex- T 
<< pect tobe any longer tree, than while he reſolved to com- 


__ © ply with thoſe extraordinary. Meaſures 2 — f 
Whether, as theſe Courſes were not likely to continue long, 5 
“ Perſuaſions were not often heard from the very Pulpits, in 


order to bind that as a Matter of Conſcience, under Pain of 
Eternal Damnation, which was not bound upon the Con- 


Whether Archbiſhop ABBO T himſelf 2 


_ © was not ſuſpended from his Function, and confin'd to his ; 
Country Seat, for not licencing one ot theſe ſervile Sermons? 
* In a Word, "Whether they were the raſh and giddy Part 


cc 


—Ja-a Word 


© 55 Oh: the Nation, or whether they were not the Wiſe and Un- 


" * ſtanding, _ 


T7 4 


0: tw fend, to whoſe Apprehenſions the Foundations, by 
« which Men valued their Security, teem'd never moe in 


* Danger of Deſtruction ?” Theſe are turning Prints con- 
cerning ; thelc unhappy Diſputes, and no Man ousht to work 
himſelf up to Flights of Paſſion, before he has tatisfea him- 
felt whether theſe Proceedings are frue; and, if true, he- 
ther they can ſeriouſly be d. fended. : 
From Civil, we ſhould next t inquire, whether there i is any 
Truth in thoſe Eceleſiaſtical Grievances, wich are f:id to. 
make up Part of the Complaints of thole Days :— Whether 
there was an originally wicked Iuttul ioi, in thote w he 69828 8 


in the firſt Oppoſition, to overtizory the legal! Eſtablif! ment 


: of the Church; or, whether tuere were not eve: a] naue Fo 
and ridiculous (an attempted to be practis'd in the 


Church, which they had no Authority from his Majetty for, 
N which ſhe was entirely a Stranger to? — Whether it as 


as it they affected to be thought dune cri to the State ?- 


not dangerous even for the Clergy of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
unleſs they intendedito be fin'd and impriſon d, to preach aveinſt 
ſuch Innovations ? Whether People were not fined for: oking | 
offenſive and idolatrous Images out of Church- M indows?—— _ 
Whether Papiſts, depending on the Shelter of the 2ueen, were 


not become exceeding inſolent, diſturbing, fometimes, the _ 


Service in the Church, and behaving with that public Be 2 1 


Theſe Things, I ſay, are (aid to give Kiſe to the Jeatoriies 
and Suſpicions, which, for want of Corling-Tempers on both 
Sides to pour Oil into the Wounds of the Loy Politic, ter- 


minated, at laſt, in that unnatural (1 ar; and which, when 


once begun, will natitrally branch out into numberleſs Level i- 
ties, which neither Side then hi of bef: 76. e Bul. refs, 
therefore, is in! partiaily to inquire, Winch of thete 175% Res . 


preſentations is the Iruth; and, as we ſnall had Matters ut en = 


: that 1 to turn cat, to d raw from thence fh Inference 


as may Ex our Judgment, or ir 8 ence our Conduct. in uch 
Ba a Manner a is luitable to the intended Deſign of this Sole m- 
nity. e . — - 7.7 


9 


PR Firſt, With Reſpec to our Judgment. —1f the firſt Re- 


' preſentation i is Truth;—if the Life of the Monarch, and the 


Overthrow of the Government of the Church were original 
intended by thoſe who appear'd in the firſt Oppoſition : Why 
then, no Diſpute to be made, but that Oppolition was hs 
Kebellion, and highly worthy of St. Pauls eternal Condemna- 
tion. But it, upon Examination and Inquiry, there was no 
ſuch T hing intended { by them, and the latter {hall be found to 
be the State of the Caſe; why then to remember, that as Fact? 
are /i, Things, and will not herd to our Paſſi ions, lo they 
will not be anſwer'd in Pilate's Manner, by a contemptuous 
in upon the Heel, and only crying, What is Truth? But 
Things will ſtill continue in themlelves to be what they are, 
and Facts. will ſtill remain Facts, however they may claſh _ 
with ſome Principles or Inclinations, which Men have torm'd 
rs to themſelves, and determine not to part with vy. 
: Such an Inquiry, it made with Care and Fide- 
_ lity, will teach us to diſtinguiſh between the concealed impiors = 
Dteſigns of a few, and the Stand that was made by others, who 
had 0 ſuch Deſigns in View,-betwixt the Murder of the King, 
and the firſt Oppoſition made to the Meaſures ſuggeſted by 
evil Counſellors. No Man, I think, who is not of direct 
Ne public Principles, ever pretends to jaſtify the Death of 1 
King: No; (without Diſpute,) it was an illegal Murder, and 
that contrary to the Sentiments of the Majority of the Na- 
tion; as a noble * Lady had the Courage to cry out upon the 
very Trial, and particularly, as it was at a Time when the Par- 
liament had voted his Conceſſions a reaſonable Ground for 
Peace: However, tho' all theſe Circumſtances conſtitute ita | 
_ Black Murder, yet This is 20 Condemnation of Thoſe | 
whoſe Views were only to ſtop the Growth of Prerogative, 4 
and prevent it from ſwallowing up the Rights and Liberties wo 4 


Again ;- 


the Subject. 


It we deſign to foe impartially of theſe Tran dien we 


| ould 1magine ourſelves to have liv'd mn Poſe Ve Y Ages 41 


* The Lady FAIRFAX. 5 . only . 


ſent of your Repreſentatives?— 
Compliance with thoſe Demands, inforced to you from the Pul- _ 
pit, under the Penalty of eternal Condemmation ?- 
you ſhou'd ſee ſome of the preſent Biſhops introducing new 
and unheard-of Ceremonies into the Church of Exg and, 
which ſhines bright enough 1 in her native Simplicity As Men, | 
I ſay, are nt omniſcient, and cannot ſee into Men's Hearts, 

but can only judge of their Sentiments by their Actions, ſhou'd 
you ſee ſuch Proceedings carry'd on now, wou'd you not be 
ſtrongly inclined to think, that your Liberties, religious as well 
as civil, were ſtruck at? Por it the Thing was really intended, 


what other Steps, than theſe cou'd be taken to bring about 7 
5 ſuch an Event? : 


P37 


only put t the Queſtion to this Aſſembly preſent, and demand a 
ſerious Anſwer at every Man's private Breaſt: Suppole the 


Royal Mandate was to come down to Worceſter, now, and 
demand ot this Honourable Corporation only the ſame Sums 
which were demanded of others; confine ſome of your Me 


bers, upon Retuſal, and this without, (nay, againſt) the Con- 
Suppole you ſhou'd hear 4 


-Suppole _ 


Liberty, civil and religious, is, by the Providence. of Hea- 


ven, the happy Birthright of an Exgliſoman: By Liberty, I 
don't mean the Liberty, or rather modern Licentiouſneſs of an 
unbrid led Inſolence, of perſonal Reflections upon Majeſty, and 
reviling thoſe who are in Authority under him, even atthe Time 
when we are under a juſt and mild Government: but, which is 


quite as delightful, and much more deſirable, 1s well as beneficial 


to Society, a Liberty and Security from feeling the Reſentments 
ol any Man mere Will and Fancy; and an Exemption from a!l _ 
Pain and Penalties, till the Laws pronounce us guilty: And, it 
this is not the Caſe, the Coronation-Oath is but an n meaning 
Sound, and Magna Charta but a dead Letter. It the Crown has 
ite Prerogati ves, the people (bleſſed be GOD) have their Rights 
and Liberties ; and it, contrary to all Equity, Laws, or Rea ſon, 1 
theſe are arbitrarily broke in upon and invaded, and tlieir 


Perſons and Properties become lubject to the abjolute Demands | 


10 1 
of 2 mere Hoc vb fic ** it's abſolutely neceſſary to put 
a Stop to ſuch Proceedings. I don't {ay by the Murder of a 


 Pa3KeE, but by all the realonghle Ways that Prudence can fug- 
geit to preſerve a SOCIETY from Ruin and abject Servi- 


5 tude, And let me add, This was the Opinion of the Ha! 5 
Miartyr himſelf; witnels, that Aſſiſtance he ſent to the Rocket: 


lers, who, for the Oppreſſions they ſuffer d, were up in Arms 


ag ainſt their lau dere igu, the King of France: No one can 
FE doubt ot his Majeſty's Sincerity 1 in aſſijiing them ; but that he 


ſexiouſey thought it no Crime in a People to preſerve themſelves 
from Ruin, even tho it was by Force of Arms, We are juſti- 
| fied, therefore, by the King's own Example, to diſtinguiſh 

- between the Murder of a Prince, and oppefi mg civil Opprel- 

ſions when once they are become national. His Murder, in- 


deed, was the unhappy Conſequence of this Oppeſition; but in 


this, as in all other remarkable Tranſactions, conſiderate Men 
will always ſeparate the Conſequerces of Actions from their 


original Intention. It is an Apoſiolic Rule, indeed, that we ſhould | | 
not, and he pronounces Condemnation upon thoſe who do 
Evil that Good may come of it; but unhappy Conſequences _ 


will not ſtamp every human Action with Guilt and Condem- 
nation, unleſs that Action was in itſelt originally evil in the In- 
tention. And this was the very Caſe before us; for however 


reaſonable the firſt Oppoſition might appear to the Parlia- 


ment, yet, neither the Life of the Monarch, nor the er- 


Fon of the Conſtitution, were then ain'd at: This was owe- _ 
ing only to an unforeſeen Train of Events, and to the private, 
wicked, and ambitious Views of a very ſew, who kept their 


Deſigns ſecret, 'till, by working them artfully into the Public 


Diſorder, they became, at laſt, capable of compleating thoſe * 


villanbous Schemes, which, had they diſcovered ſooner, the Par- h 


liament itſelt would have prevented, for they remonſirated | 5 If 
- againſt it; nor could the Fact at laſt be perpetrated, till that 


| Parliament was deſtroy'd: And this the Son of the Royal 
| _ Martyr himſelt neee in + Proclamation at his Re- 


ſoration, 5 
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2 ſtoration, where he ſiiles it the Work only of a rrw Miſcre- 7 


_ ants, and imputes it neither to the Parliament or Nation.— 


No; it was the Act only of a few, neither the Deſtruction 
ot the Monarch, nor the Ovet-throw ot the Church were in 


tended in the original Oppoſition. My Lord CIAREN DON 
owns, (Lol. 1. Pag. 717) That © the Kingdom was iutle in- 
« lined to Popery, leſs to Puritaniſm : The Church was net 


& repin'd at, or the leaſt Iucunation ſhown to alter her Diſci- 
d pline, or hause her Dottrines ; nor were there at that Time any 
e cc cor-ſiderable Number of * Perſons, of any valuable Conſideration, 
c who wihd vither.” That even the fourth Parliament, (*tho' 
after a Diſſolution of near twelve Years, and a Proclamation = 
declaring it Preſumption tor any to preſcribe to his Majeſty aun 
Time tor ”Pacliaments,) met again with wonaerful Order and 
Sobriety, and were Men of ſuch Diſpoſitions, that + it could 
never be hoped that more ſober and more diſpaſſionate Men w) d 
ever meet together again in that Place; or fewer, who brought 
ill Purpoſes with them; ( that they were exceedingly diſpoſed to 
ſerve him; tt mr could any imagine what Offence they had gi- 
ven, which could put the King upon ſo haſty a keſolution : i. e. 
cot diflojiving them. Nay, that even the laſt Parliament itſelf, 
Nov. 1640, (6 conſiſted of Men (many of whom were wile. ; 
and grave) of all imaginable Duty for the King, and Ahection 8 
to the Government eftublyhed by Law or antient Cufiom ; and 
the MAJOR Part of whom had no Mind to break the Peace of the 
Ring duns, oy male any Alteration im the Grover ument Fol Church 


or State. 


Tbe firſt Opp ir tion, therefore, a ole not from ONE Quar- . 
| TER only, nor was the Overthrow of Church or State its ori _ 
ginal Delign ; but the Miſeries that followed were an unhappy 
and untoreſeen Train of Events, brought about by ſome vi, 
and de ſianiug Men, whole Str atacems were not dilcover'd till. 
too late to be prevented. The original Delign was only to 
put a Stop to the exorbitant Growth of Frovgative, and ot 
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the 
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the A &c. which had much overflow d its Banks „ 
and which, had they gone on without Interrupiion, would, 
perhaps, by this Time, have left ws no more Liberty to bave 


| boaſted of, than our Neighbours, who were once as free a 
People as ourſelves. 1 | 


Another Inference, which may be drawn om this Solem- 


nity, is, to take Care that the Obſervation of this Time has | 
its proper intended Effect upon our preſent Conduct. N 
The Deſign of committing the Hittories ot preceding Ages 


to Writing, was to point out the Methods by which Kingdoms @& | 


22 have been rais'd to Glory, and the Rocks and Shelves on 


which their Happineſs and Proſperity have bulg'd: And as 


this Day was appointed, by Authority, to keep in Memory the. --- 


dreadful Miſeries which Civil Contentions eternally bring along 
with them, let it produce the intended Effects. Shall we, 


then, commemorate theſe Occaſions in ſuch a Manner as to 
perde the original Intention ot their Inſtitution ? It the Day 


1s to be obſerved, cannot we obſerve it without Spleen aud Rau- 
cour? Shall the Obſervance of this Time (deſigned to ſhew 
the extreme Miſchiefi of Popular Animoſities) be unnaturally 
the Occaſion of continuing them? Cannot we ſhew our De- 

teſtation of the unjnſt Murder of a Prince, without branding 


tthoſe Patriots, who appear'd in Defence only of their National 


Liberties, with the hard Names of Kebels and kegicides ? It 


it muſt be obſerved, let it be us'd as a Means and Motive to 5 
unite us more and more in brotherly Love, mutual Forbear- 


ance, and the Bond of Peace: Let it not be a Faſt of Exvy- 
ing. and Swellings, Striſes and Contentions ; for it the perpetual, 


neceſſary and unavoidable Effect:, which its Obſervation muſt 


produce, is only to make Men Ars cne another, I do not ſee 
what great Inconveniencies would follow, it the Legiſlature 5 
was to lay it aſide, ſince theſe are Times when now there is 


the moſt abſolute Neceſſ ity for our being no more a divided 


People amongſt ourſelves, as we are in Arms againſt thoſe 
| umplacavis Enemies, whom nothing can tief k but our total 


Nun; 


Ruin; whoſe Langue lus often been, Come, bes 175 deſtroy 
them from being a Feople ; their Names ſhall be had no mire in 
 Kemembrance; and who, by their late attempted Inveſes':, 
ſhew'd, to demonſtration, that their chic} Dependance is upon 
our own internal Diviſions, knowing that it (GOD forbid) 
they could glut their Eyes with this Sight, there would be 
no Necelſity for bringing the Inſtruments of War to make 
| Breaches in our Wialb; "that we oer ſelwes ſhould do their Bu- 
{1: els for them ; anticipate their Victories upon, and prepare 
own jet ves for their ealy Conqueſt, ” 
Another Duty which this Solemnity ſhould naturally ſug- 
FE. is, Fourthly, The warm Returns of a gratetui Heart to 

the Providence of GD, that He hato nor caſt our Lot in 
thoſe Days of Trouble and Diviſion. With Regard to the 
Modes and Diſcipline of the Church, we have no Ceremonies 
but what are grave and decent, ated accommodated to Wor- = 
| ſhip the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs : With Regard to our 
 Eceleftaſtical Governors, we have no Fines, no Confilcations, 
no mpriſonments tor (onſcience Sake; we are contented to let 
every Man ſiand or full to lis own Maſier; not knowing, 


however we may d: ffer from him in ſome Fornts, but that 8 
GOD may have veceiv'd him : The very Huber. and Spinal ee 


Fathers of our Church own they have no Power over Men's 
PRIVATE CoNnsScleNce. They appear generouſly them'elvrs, 
as Patrons of Religious as well as Civil Liberty, piead and | 
' write for the Necelf ity of CarisT's being the only Kirg and 
Head, and Lab-gi ver in his own Church ; and, with the. 
ſame Chrijitan Spirit and Humility ot the Apoſtle, profeſs 


themſelves — only 60 our Joh, not [a ing Dominion over 
our Faith. EE 


Vor are we leſs obligated to the fame di. inguiſhing pro- 
| vidence of GOD, tor that, after thele Storms and Tem peſts 
have ſubſided, he has mercitully cor ducted to the 1 
His preſent Majeſty Ning GEORG E, \ who governs Us ouly 
by the Laws He found among us, aud thoſe which our R- 
prelentatives think ok to be made for our Weltue and 
rele ration 
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Profirigtion; and who never has tretch'd even thoſe r to 
the Detriment of the meancſt Subject; but conſtantly admini- 
ſters them in /h a Manner, that All, but thole ſervile Spirits = 

who are for returning back into Egyptian Slavery again, find 
themſelves bleſſed with as much Satisfaflion as Security. A 
Prince who, as he ſtands in no Need ot having unlimited Paſs 

 ſive-Obedience, and NNon-Neſy;tance preached up to the People 
as Matters of Conſ: ience, ſo he gives no Encouragement to 


ſuch mean Deſigns; who is ſo tar from invading , arbitrauly, 


the Subjects Rights, Religion, or Laws, that "He is, with 
great txeluctance, by all Accounts, diſſuaded from venturing 
his Sacred Lie, a lecond . tor the Preſervation of 


them all. 


7 are, therefore, fo Incere in our r prefect Hamiliation: 
7 Jet us exprels our Sincerity and Sorrow for the Injuries offer d 


to the late unhappy Monarch, by a dutiful and reaſonable 
Obedience to his preſent Majeſty : Let us not be fo inconſi 5 8 


ent with ourſelves, as one Day in the Tear to give out, that 


no Obedience can be too much; and then behave all the Year 


after in ſo indifferent a Manner. as if we thought any was 
enough; but let us, in theſe Times particularly of Trouble 
and Diſtreſs, act conſt ſtenth with ourſelves, by a mutual Obli- 


vion of paſt Injuries ; by reciprocal Returns of Chriſtian Cha- 8 


rity among ourſelves, and by turning our Reſentments, not 
againſt one another, but the Common Enemy : Let us give His 
Majeſty, by theſe Proofs, the Satisfaction to ſee, that we are 
as truly grateful, as ſenſible, for the domeſtic Peace and Quiet 


we enjoy under the Mildneſs of his Adminiſtration; and that, 
in Return for theſe Bleſſings, we make it our Dail Prayers to 
the KING os Kines, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed, in 


this critical Conjuncture of Affairs, to direct his Counſels, 
protect his Perſon wherever he goes, render him victorious 
over all the Diſturbers of our Peace and Quiet, and finally 
crown him with everlaſting Glory in the World to come, 


Which God grant, for, &c. 10 Fl. 38 
. i * F- . 
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